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of Four Hundred and Ten Dollars ($410.00) to cover the extension fee as r squired by 37 CF.R. 
§§U7(a)(2) and 1.136(a). 

Concurrently with this Amendment* Applicants are submitting a Request for Continued 
Examination ("RCE") under 37 C.F.R. §1.114. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Amend claim 1 and 5 as follows: 

1. (Thrice amended) A method of using a laminate as a barrier material agiinst ethylene oxide 
gas, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a storage package which contains a medical instrument laving a 
hydrophilic outer surface coating, and a sealed container which contains a sterile wetting 
fluid for wetting the hydrophilic coating of the instrument, 
^ ^ wherein the container is formed of a laminate having an inr er layer comprising a 

polyolefin, an outer layer comprising a polyester, a polyole Enora polyami de and 
an intermediate layer comprising a silicon oxide, and 
wherein the laminate is substantially impermeable to ethylene oxide gas; and 
exposing the storage package to ethylene oxide gas. 


c ^ 


5« (Thrice amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the medicsd device is a urethral 
catheter for bladder drainage. ^ 

o ^ ^ 
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REMARKS S X> 

I. Amendments Q 

Claim 1 has been amended to incorporate the embodiment of canceled claim 19. 

Supported is provided by the specification as a whole, and at page 5, lines 1 -7. Claim 5 has been 

amended to recite that the medical device is a urethral catheter. Support for amended claim 5 is 
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